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Map of the International Slave Trade aka “The Middle Passage” !

1 1619  
Jamestown-Present: The Influence of Slavery !
African-Americans had to contend with enormous blockages on their journey to freedom.  !
U.S. Presidential Slave Holders 

George Washington was not only the first President of the United States, he was also the first of 12 Presidential 

slave owners with approximately 250 slaves. 1/4th of all U.S. Presidents owned slaves including 12 of the first 16 
Presidents. This fact underscores the reality that slavery was endemic as a means of wealth creation that was little 
questioned on moral grounds. The fact that there have been 12 Presidential slave owners also demonstrates that 
slavery held insurmountable political support that lasted from prior to the nations inception until the end of The 

Civil War.  List of Presidential Slave Holders: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, 

Andrew Jackson, Martin Van Buren, William Henry Harrison, John Tyler, James Polk, Zachary Taylor, Andrew 

Johnson & Ulysses S. Grant. !
The Cotton Gin 
At the height of the cotton boom, Natchez, Mississippi, a small stretch of land along the Mississippi river and 150 
miles from the Gulf of Mexico, was home to over 500 millionaires ($1 in 1855 =’s $26 today). Such wealth in this 
small community was made possible by the combination of slavery, technology (the cotton gin) and the best 
conditions for growing cotton in the world. With the implementation of the cotton gin one man and horse could 
clean as much cotton as 50 slaves, subsequently, cotton yields went from 1.6 million pounds in 1790 to almost 2 
billion pounds in 1860. The productivity of the cotton gin increased demand for slaves and caused a great slave 

migration from northern slave states to the south. From 1800-1820 over 1,000,000 slaves were sold, displaced or 
moved to cotton producing regions. Slavery on large-scale cotton, sugar and rice plantations was exceptionally 
brutal. Slave owners were in the practice of “using up” their slaves, by working their slaves to death within 3-6 
years, rather than to employ the most basic humane working conditions. Economically, “King Cotton” at its height 
represented 2/3rds of the nation’s exports and 75% of the nation’s 2.5 million slaves were involved in its 
cultivation. Internationally, Cotton dominated global markets. It has been said that Cotton was responsible for 
70% of Britain's industrial revolution. 
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The 3/5ths rule 

In political terms, the southern total of 3.9 million slaves, counted as 2.4 million additional citizens using the agreed 
upon Constitutional 3/5ths rule formula for determining congressional representation. Slaves represented a full 
40% of the southern population, and in many communities, vastly outnumbered whites. The great irony of this fact 
being that the political power of slaves was used to advocate unceasingly for the continuation of slavery. !
5 out of 6 justices in the Dred Scott Decision 
The majority decision of 6 justices in the Dred Scott case included 5 current or former slaveholders. Racist views, 
rooted in the historical precedent of chattel slavery supported by a contingent of congressional slave owners and 
judicial officers was the single most powerful political constituency in shaping national policy from the first 
Continental Congress in 1774, until the end of the Civil War in 1865.  !
The Effect of Legal Precedent 

Despite congressional acts and constitutional amendments to remedy the southern prerogative of involuntary 

servitude, following reconstruction, there were many key court rulings that ran counter to the intent and purpose 
of alleviating the sufferings and legal issues that oppressed and controlled blacks. These racist and unjust rulings 
affirmed the discriminatory practices of states, counties, cities, school districts, private businesses and individuals. 
Today, the effect of established legal precedent condoning second class citizenship for Blacks has continued to 
provide blockages to equality and freedom, as exemplified by policies of the Department of Justice, USDA, FHA, private 

higher Education institutions, federal LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL drug SENTENCING STANDARDS, law enforcement 

strategies and public Education. These rulings are the backbone of a culture of race based oppression that has been 
slowly dismantled, painstakingly and methodically over multiple generations. !
In the south, the resistance to laws to end slavery, JIM crowe, and segregation have been argued on the 
Constitutional basis of: 1. The Federal Government and its policies and constitution did not allow it to intervene on 
behalf of the states (states rights) in overt and acknowledged public discriminatory practices. 2. That 
discriminatory practices undertaken by private individuals, businesses and clubs was not under the purview of 
Federal Policies. Along these same lines, many antebellum scholars hold that the Civil War was not about slavery; 
rather it was a States Rights issue yet, in the context of the former Confederate states, “States Rights” is a 
euphemism for the right to enslave, segregate and discriminate without federal interference. !
The Value of Slaves 
At the beginning of the civil war, the value of the nation’s slaves was greater than the value of all assets in the 
United States (homes, industry, businesses, railroads, buildings, goods, commodities, materials, ships, infrastructure, 
etc.). The only thing in the United States that was worth more than slaves was the land itself. Despite this fact, 
there are many (primarily southern, so-called) economist who have attempted to make the argument that slavery 
was unprofitable... The buying and selling of humans, and their offspring, let alone their offspring, for $800-$2000 
each ($20,800 - $52,000 in today’s dollars) made many fortunes and in one way or the other, was at least partially 
responsible for all fortunes in the 18th, 19th and 20th century America. The value of slaves served as the most 
trusted and desired form of collateral for slave owners and their creditors to satisfy “pecuniary” debts.  !!!!!!!!
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The Declaration of Independence !
Thomas Jefferson, a slave owner, originally drafted the Declaration of Independence with language condemning King 

George for complicity in creating and maintaining the slave trade, stating “(slavery was) a cruel war against 
human nature”. This condemnation of the British stemmed from Lord Dunmore’s 1775 proclamation offering 
freedom to any slave who joined the British cause in the revolutionary war. Jefferson’s anti-slavery language was 
edited from the final version of the Declaration of Independence at the insistence of both southern and northern 
slave holding delegates to the continental congress. For slaves, the British promise of freedom for service resulted 
in the factual reality that more blacks fought for Britain than the colonist in the revolutionary war. It is estimated 
that 100,000 blacks were killed, escaped or died as a result of the american revolution. The famous opening to the 

Declaration of Independence is rendered specious as the grand lie of “equality” came to serve as the moral basis for 
the Civil War, the fight against segregation, and the impetus for the Civil Rights Movement. !

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness. –That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed, -That whenever any Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate 
that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes… But 
when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design 
to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such 
Government, and to provide new Guards for their security.” !

Perhaps as we look back at history it is as surprising now as it was unremarkable then, that these hallowed words 
were understood by all to have no application to slaves, or women, and no application to white men who owned no 
property; yet, from the perspective of blacks and freed or escaped slaves, these words along with the rhetoric 
contained within the constitution and bill or rights became a social contract and promissory note to be redeemed 
by them or their ancestors at the cost of their blood. !
3 1780  
The Underground Railroad !
By 1780, the number of individuals escaping to freedom and involved in providing assistance to slaves had grown to 
the point that it became a major frustration to slave catchers and owners alike. Although no one knows for sure 
where the term, “The Underground Railroad” came from, by 1840 it was commonly used in reference to the 
ingenious and at times mystifying means slaves employed to escape. The term ”underground railroad” gives rise to 
visions of a surreptitious infrastructure of coordinated routes to freedom. The reality is that there was no 
nationwide conspiracy or coordinated system to assist escaped slaves. In some areas of the United States, there 
were well-known and brave individuals (known as “underground railroad conductors”), who passed along 
information and gave assistance to slaves. In some areas, there were bold escapes by small and large groups of slaves 
including women and children. In these cases, welcoming homes, barns, crawlspaces and attics are referred to as 
“stations”. Most of the “conductors” on the railroad were black relatives, family, friends and abolitionist who 
risked life and freedom either during a single time or on multiple occasions to hide and assist slaves on their journey. 
Experts debate the legend of songs, blankets and other symbols that were used to signal the way north, yet, they are 
also part and parcel of the reality and the myth of the underground railroad. 
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Underground Railroad Conductor, Harriet Tubman !!

“From 1850-60, Harriet Tubman conducted between 11 and 13 escape missions, bringing away 
approximately 70 individuals, including her parents, and other family and friends, while also 
giving instructions to approximately 50 more who found their way to freedom independently. In 
early June 1863, she became the first woman to command an armed military raid when she guided 
Col. James Montgomery and his 2nd South Carolina black regiment up the Combahee River, routing 
out Confederate outposts, destroying stockpiles of cotton, food and weapons and liberating over 
700 slaves. ”  	
!

4 1787  
The United States Constitution !
At the time The United States Constitution was written, substantial influence was given to assure wide ranging 
individual freedoms for white men (further articulated in the Bill of Rights, 1789) while at the same time, it was 
careful to craft legal support and preservation for a system of slavery that robbed enslaved Africans of basic rights 
and reduced them to the lowest level of oppression and destitution. Although The Constitution never uses the word, 
"Slave” or “Slavery", it contains three clauses explicitly pertaining to slavery. Section 2 of Article I: The 3/5ths Clause: 
"Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned…determined by adding to the whole number of free persons…
and…three fifths of all other Persons (enslaved Africans). Section 9 of Article I: Importation of Slaves: "The 
migration or importation of such persons (enslaved Africans) shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the 
year one thousand eight hundred and eight (The international slave trade will continue unchallenged until 1808) 
Section 2 of Article IV: Fugitive Slave Clause: No person held to service or labor in one state…escaping into another, 
shall…be discharged from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim. 
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Map of the Louisiana Purchase. The Territory was purchased from France’s Napoleon Bonaparte by representatives 

of The U.S.A. (Thomas Jefferson) following the liberation of Haiti !
5 1803  
The Louisiana Purchase !
The United States acquired 828,000 square miles of land from France on April 30th, 1803 for slightly over $15 
Million, or 3 cents per acre. When Thomas Jefferson sent representatives to negotiate with Napoleon Bonaparte, 
Emperor of France, who had recently acquired the land from Spain, they were charged only to negotiate for the 
Port of New Orleans, or, access to the port of New Orleans and navigation rights to the Mississippi River for a 
maximum of $10 Million. The legality of Jefferson’s purchase was in question seeing as the Constitution did not give 
the President explicit authority to purchase lands. Jefferson moved forward anyway believing that access to the 
Port of New Orleans and navigation rights to the Mississippi were vital to the nation’s interest. Jefferson’s 
representatives were stunned when France counter-offered the entire Louisiana Purchase area for $5 Million more 
than what the U.S. wanted for navigation rights. France initially saw the purchase territory as important because 
they planned to use it and New Orleans to supply Haiti once they put down the first successful slave rebellion, in 
the America’s, lead by Toussant Loverture. France’s plans fell apart when thousands of French troops died of yellow 
fever in the counter-revolutionary effort. France was also facing war with Britain, making a two front stand 
incongruous. Jefferson’s representatives accepted the offer, worried that it may be rescinded.  !
The Louisiana Purchase encompassed all or part of 15 current States and 2 Canadian provinces, effectively 
doubling the size of the United States. Almost 75% of the purchased lands were occupied by Native Americans 
including the “five civilized tribes” and plains tribes newly freed to roam the lands with the recent acquisition of 
horses released by and stolen from Spanish settlements. The month following the purchase, Jefferson asked his 
personal secretary, Meriwether Lewis to lead an expedition into the new lands with the hope of finding the 

northwest passage. Lewis studied geology, mineralogy, botany, basic medicine and other sciences in preparation for 
the journey. Lewis also brought along his friend and former military commander, William Clark as co-leader of the 
expedition. Clark’s slave from childhood, the black pioneer, “York” (who was unpaid for his efforts) also came along. 
Jefferson believed (along with other nations) that whatever nation found and controlled the northwest passage, 
would have trade with the “Orient” and become an irrepressible power in international affairs. Also of importance, 
the Louisiana Purchase and the struggle over whether the new states that would emerge, (Missouri, Kansas, 

Nebraska), would become free or slave, became the root of fierce debates and bloody conflicts that pushed the nation 
into the Civil War. Had the purchase not been made, it’s quite possible that there would have been no conflict to start 
the civil war and slavery may have continued in southern states for decades, if not centuries longer than 1865. 
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Missouri Compromise Map: The Missouri Compromise established the southern border of Missouri as a dividing line 

for slavery 

6 1803  
The Missouri Compromise !
The Missouri Compromise was an agreement between the pro-slavery and anti-slavery factions in the United States 

Congress that created the slave state of Missouri, the free state of Maine while also prohibiting slavery in the 
former Louisiana Territory north of the parallel 36degrees, 36minutes, (the southern boundary of Missouri). !
By 1820 Missouri was ready for statehood and a pitched political battle ensued over whether it was to be a free 
state or slave state. Resolutions were introduced on behalf of slave and free factions. The impasse was broken when 
the committee recommended the enactment of two laws, one for the admission of Maine as a Free State and one for 
the admission of Missouri as a slave state. This was vital to maintain the slave state/free state balance. Thomas 

Jefferson, in considering the compromise, was able to clearly see that the battle over additional territories would 
further divide the nation as new states were carved out of the west.  !

!  !
        Elijah P. Lovejoy               Henry Bibb              H. Beecher-Stowe                Cassius Clay             Theodore Dwight 
Weld 
The abolitionist movement played a vital role in shaping political & social policy, and provided future core leaders of 

the Women’s Suffrage/Rights Movemen 
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The Rise of The Abolitionist !
The first American movement to abolish slavery came in the spring of 1688 when German and Dutch Quakers in 
Pennsylvania wrote The Germantown Protest. These abolitionists argued against slavery on humanitarian, religious, 
moral and ethical grounds. Thomas Paine wrote an article in 1775 titled, "African Slavery in America" which was 
the first article published in the U.S. that advocated abolishing slavery. The Society for the Relief of Free Negroes 

Unlawfully Held in Bondage (1775) was the first American abolition society. After the Revolution, it was 
reorganized in 1784, with Benjamin Franklin as its first President. The Second Great Religious Awakening in the 
1820s and 1830s inspired many groups that actively worked for social reform, many of whom also called for the 
immediate abolition (immediatism) of slavery. There were also many groups who advocated for a multi-step process 
for abolition (gradualism) believing it to be the best method. Within the abolitionist movement, there was also a 
lack of agreement on what was to become of the slaves once they were freed. While some abolitionist felt that 
blacks were not the equal of whites and should be repatriated to Africa (colonization), many envisioned complete 
equality with full citizenship and across the nation views ranged everywhere along this continuum. In U.S. history 
there were many blacks that rejected any talk of repatriation. Frederick Douglass saw colonization as an insult to 
those who had had been born, died, toiled and fought for freedom in America. There were also Blacks that 
vehemently advocated for the return to Africa (Marcus Garvey), especially in the brutal and oppressive post-
reconstruction era. There were others, like W.E.B Du Bois that chose to repatriate voluntarily. Other political voices 
and strategies were advocated, such as Booker T. Washington’s who saw the role of blacks as one of placating 
whites and while assuming a submissive 2nd class citizenship. For the black freedom movement as a whole, the 
efforts of the abolitionist advocating for reforms and educating the general public on the horrors of slavery made 
the cause for black freedom much easier. Ultimately what turned the tide against slavery was the threat of slave 
labor in the face of vast European immigration and a growing northern free labor economy. Added to this mix was 
the friction of political and economic differences between north and south and the pitched congressional battles 
that ensued. At the conclusion of the war, abolitionist split into several factions, some working on the issue of black 
equality, black education and social acceptance, while another prominent group went on to form the core of the 
women’s Rights and women’s suffrage movement.  !

�  !
Map of U.S. Territorial Acquisitions 

All of what was to compose the United States was previously held by (first) Native American tribes and then the 
colonial powers of England, France, Spain followed by the independent nation of Mexico 
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The Mexican-American War !
The Mexican American War, from 1846 to 1848 was in response to U.S. expansionism in the form of the annexation 

of Texas in 1845. The United States, since the Louisiana Purchase, had increasingly begun to embrace the idea of 
“Manifest Destiny” meaning that the United States had a “God given” right to expand to the Pacific Ocean. Only 
Britain, Mexico, Spain and Native American’s stood in opposition to this destiny. In the 1820’s and 30’s, after Mexico 
gained the areas that are now Texas, Utah, New Mexico, Arizona and California from the Spanish, an offer was 
made by Mexico to Americans to settle into the area in exchange for an oath of allegiance to Mexico and conversion 
to CATHOLICISM. Hundreds of Americans moved into the Mexican/Texas territory in response. Predictably, soon the 
mercurial American settlers grew unhappy such that by 1845 the U.S. offered to buy the whole Texas annexation 

territory for $5 million for what amounted to nearly half of Mexico’s lands. Mexico refused. Just before the war, 
the U.S. offered $25 million for the territory. Mexico refused yet again. President Polk precipitated war by 
marching troops into Mexican territory, provoking fire, and claiming they had been fired upon on U.S. lands (a ploy 
used later in Viet-nam in the Gulf of Tonkin). In this way, the U.S. manufactured a legal pretense to annex the 
disputed lands, thus commencing the Mexican-American war. It took the U.S. over two years to seize Mexico City at 
the halls of Montezuma. Afterwards, The U.S. obtained the treaty of Guadeloupe Hidalgo officially ending the war. 
The outcome of the war was that Mexico lost not only Texas but also California and all territory above the current 
U.S. -Mexico border (Utah, Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, California) for $15 million and debt forgiveness. 
The U.S. spent $100 million and lost almost 14,000 lives (10 to 1 from disease). The war was highly controversial 
and anti-slavery elements strongly opposed it. The lands acquired from Mexico raised the same questions and 
conflicts over slavery as the Louisiana Purchase. Many scholars surmised that the ensuing debate over the free/
slave status of the Louisiana Purchase lands didn’t result in civil war, surely debate over lands acquired in the 
Mexican cessation would. !

���  
Compromise of 1850 Map: Perhaps the most important and infamous part of the compromise was the Fugitive Slave 

Act which sowed the seeds of The Civil War 
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The Compromise of 1850 !
The Compromise of 1850 was the last of the great slavery compromises. The need for California Statehood in the 
aftermath of the gold rush of 1849 necessitated regional government, yet, California statehood threatened the 
slave state/free state balance. In response, the Compromise, made up of 5 bills, was cobbled together as one of 
America’s great compromises. Each bill was passed separately, yet each bill was dependent upon the rest for passage. 
Bill 1: California was admitted as a free state to provide the privileges of statehood and government for a rapidly 
expanding, fertile and gold rich area. Bill 2; Texas conceded lands to the Union for the creation of Utah and New 

Mexico. Bill 3: The states of New Mexico and Utah were created with the issue of slavery to be decided by popular 

sovereignty (vote). Bill 4; Slavery was abolished in Washington D.C. Bill 5; The Fugitive Slave Act was Strengthened 
and made much more repressive, reducing all escaped enslaved African’s and free blacks of virtually all rights if 
accused of having escaped from a slave-owner. The act also made assisting and harboring a slave a punishable 
federal offense. Furthermore, the bill established that citizens must assist in the capture of slaves under penalty of 
law. In response to this bill, over 30,000 free blacks fled across the Canadian border for safety. Families were broken 
up, marriages dissolved and terror spread across the north. The passage of this bill fortified anti-slavery forces and 
moved Harriet Beecher Stowe to write, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin”, the top selling novel in the history of the United States 
and the first novel to outsell The Bible. The Fugitive Slave Act was in effect blood ransom for California Statehood, 
while also representing an attempt by the south to forcibly compel the north into a shotgun wedding with the 
peculiar institution. Ultimately, the Compromise of 1850 had the opposite effect of causing substantial blowback 
against all slave compromises, slave influence in Congress and the forced infringement of slave interest upon 
northern sensibilities.  !!!

� 	  !
A Depiction of Uncle Tom & Eva 

There were many touring productions of the Stage Play, particularly in the south that perverted the play by playing 
up racial stereotypes and eliminating the political message and intelligence of the Black characters, thus causing the 

term, “Uncle Tom” to be the one of the most despised among African-Americans 
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“Uncle Tom's Cabin” 
Praised by W.E.B. DuBois, Frederick Douglass and virtually all Black leaders of the time, Uncle Tom's Cabin was 
immensely important. The novel was first released in weekly installments in The National Era newspaper. For the 
vast majority of Americans, the novel was their first experience with blacks represented as human beings imbued 
with feelings, emotions, and suffering traumas from the horrors of enslavement. The black characters Eliza, Uncle 

Tom and George are portrayed with the same gravity, longing, ingenuity, emotion, concern and tenderness as any 
free person, resulting in the novel being criticized for excessive “sentimentality”. Uncle Tom's Cabin quickly became 
the best selling novel in the history of the United States with one copy sold for every 20 Americans and over 1/10 
Americans having read the novel, and virtually everyone, north and south having known about it. The novel played 
a tremendous role in countering the propaganda that slavery was a symbiotic, genteel, paternalistic system. When 
Harriet Beecher Stowe visited the White House, Abraham Lincoln said, “So you’re the little woman who wrote the 
book that started this Great War.” In the mid 20th century, the novel became highly controversial and criticized for 
its portrayal of blacks as viewed from a post-Harlem renaissance perspective. James Baldwin, in his famous essay, 
“everyone’s protest novel” contained within “Notes of a Native Son” denounced the novel in a scathing attack, 
forever marking the book’s characters with a dark blot. !
 henry louis gates, talking about why he edited the novel in modern times, said that his motivation was 
understanding, “…how a book that was so popular among African-Americans, particularly African-American’s 
intellectuals, Frederick Douglass, William G. Allen, and DuBois (who talked about how beautifully rendered the book 
had been)… How a book that those Gods of the black tradition could revere so thoroughly, could become reviled for 
our generation.“ !
111854  

The Kansas-Nebraska Act, The Republican Party & 
Bleeding Kansas 
!
The direct result of the Kansas-Nebraska Act was the formation of the Republican Party and Bleeding Kansas. These 
three events lead to a permanent and decisive shift in the politics of the United States. !
1854 The Kansas-Nebraska Act 
Brokered by Ohio Senator Stephen A. Douglas in a great political miscalculation that forever damaged his career, The 
Kansas-Nebraska Act repealed the Missouri Compromise (no slavery above the 36th parallel) by stating that 
Nebraska Territory would be divided into two Units, Nebraska and Kansas, which were now potentially open to 
slavery if the vote (popular sovereignty) of their individual residents was in favor of slavery. Stephen 

douglass‘overthrow of The Missouri compromise resulted in the demise of the Democratic party and Whig party as 
the main political parties of the North. Douglas hoped that the vote to decide the issue of slavery would re-affirm 
democracy by giving southern interest (slave-owners) the opportunity to gain slave states while also earning him a 
reputation of a national player able to make great, nation saving compromises. Un-stated at the time was the fact 
that douglas was also a heavy speculator in lands in the west and a strong advocate of the central route for the 
transcontinental railroad, which he had hoped would pay a handsome return on his investments. The stunning 
reality was, that the Kansas-Nebraska Act immediately touched off bleeding Kansas, fought in Kansas between 
anti and pro slavery forces which served as preview of the actual Civil War  !
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1854 The Republican Party is formed 
Formed primarily in response to the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the Republican Party (GOP) emerged in 1854 as an anti-
slavery party to combat the threatened extension of slavery into the newly acquired western territories. Its 
platform was simple: 1) The end of slavery. 2) The promotion of the transcontinental railroad to facilitate the 
nation’s manifest destiny by fueling the industrial revolution. The Republican Party instantly became a major 
threat to the Democratic south and signaled that the age of slave compromises was at an end. The Republican Party 
also caused the Democratic Party to split into Southern and Northern Factions, while also decisively weakening the 

Whig party. In the election of 1856, just two years after the Republican Party was formed, the Republican 
candidate for President, John C. Fremont, garnered 33% of the vote. By 1860, the Republicans seized the white 

house under Abraham Lincoln, a result that lead immediately to the secession crisis and the civil war.  !
1854 Bleeding Kansas 
Bleeding Kansas, also known as the Border War, was a series of violent events and conflicts involving anti-slavery 
free citizens and pro-slavery elements that took place in the Kansas Territory between 1854 and 1858 in the run 
up to Kansas’ Constitutional election. Anti-slave groups had traveled west to Kansas on the promise of prosperity. 
Many of them had moved from slave states and did not want to once again compete with rich planters and slave 
labor that rendered them unable to feed and educate their families or exploit farming or business opportunities in 
the face of a slave labor economy that depressed wages, work conditions, and free political power. Planters 
meanwhile encouraged pro-slavery migration to achieve the political objective of obtaining another slave state, thus 
expanding slavery into additional western lands. Bleeding Kansas was a preview of The Civil War on a much smaller 
scale. In all, 56 official deaths were attributed to the conflict, including 5 attributed to John Brown and his sons 
who dragged 5 pro-slavery settlers out of their cabins in the dark of night and hacked them to death with swords. 
After Bleeding Kansas, John Brown soon headed east and summoned Frederick Douglass for a secret meeting. 
Douglass arrived in Chambersberg and strongly discouraged Brown from carrying out his raid on Harper’s Ferry 
for he felt it would be perilous for all involved.   !

!  !!
Dred Scott sued for his freedom and didn’t get it; more importantly, the decision rendered by the U.S. Supreme Court 
was perhaps the most opprobrious in it’s history, setting off deep divides as it threw many carefully crafted and 

hard fought political understandings into disarray.  
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12 1856  
The Dred Scott Decision !
The Supreme Court face off in the dispute between Dred Scott and his master, Sandford established three 

important legal precedents. The fact that the court chose to address these issues by establishing these infamous 
precedents outraged legal scholars, frustrated the President, provoked northern congressmen, divided the nation 
and drove it towards civil war. Legal scholars agree that the court was reckless in overstepping their constitutional 
mandate and the parameters of the case questions specified. Dred Scott sued for his freedom based on the fact that 
he was taken by his master into free lands. Scott’s argument, was that if he could be held in slavery within free 
lands, then the free lands were not free. The court decided: First, The Court held that Scott, as a slave was not a 
citizen and therefore had no constitutional right to bring suit in federal court.  The court could have ended their 
judgment here, but they chose instead to go much further than all sides expected. Second, the Court found that 
although Scott resided in a free state for 4 years, he was still a slave, based upon the a slave-owners constitutional 
right to “life, liberty and property” (Scott was his master’s property) This verdict essentially made every state a 
slave state. The Supreme Court in this ruling, essentially voided all state anti-slavery constitutions through their 
interpretation/expansion of individual property rights within free lands. The court went even further by saying 
(Third) that The United States government, despite the Missouri Compromise and the Kansas-Nebraska Act, did not 
have the constitutional authority to decide if any territories would be slave or free. This ruling voided The Missouri 

Compromise by finding it un-constitutional. Justice Taney rendered the decision with the infamous words, “…They 
(Blacks) had for more than a century before been regarded as beings of an inferior order, and altogether unfit to 
associate with the white race, either in social or political relations, and so far unfit that they had no rights which 
the white man was bound to respect.”      !

!  

!
The Civil War began when Fort Sumter was hit with a 33-hour barrage by Confederate forces. In the words of 

Abraham Lincoln, “Both parties deprecated war, but one of them would make war rather than let the nation survive, 
and the other would accept war rather than let it perish, and the war came.” 
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13 1860-61  
Lincoln, The Secession Crisis & The Civil War !
The Election of Lincoln resulted in southern states seceding from the Union, whereupon the Confederacy began 
seizing federal property. This lead to a siege at Fort Sumter. When shots were fired, it was the official start of The 

Civil War.  !
1860 The Election of President Abraham Lincoln  
Abraham Lincoln was anti-slave, which is not to be construed as pro-black. Although Lincoln was against slavery, in 
modern times he would be considered a racist. He thought that blacks were not the equal of whites and initially he 
favored colonization in Africa to settle the question of what to do with freed slaves. Lincoln’s position and views 
evolved over time. The Election of 1860 had 4 candidates. Lincoln, as the Republican candidate, had previously failed 
in two attempts to win a Senate seat, yet, as the republican candidate for President, he had enough northern 
electoral votes to win the Presidency despite not even being on the ballot in 9 southern states. Lincoln’s strategy 
was to lay low and not speak publicly or campaign to protect his lead and ride the Republican tide to victory. 
Candidates, Breckinridge and Douglas, campaigned on their promise to save the Union, which would require 
compromise and concession to pro-slavery forces, which in effect would at best only delay secession until the next 
crisis and in effect did much to bolster Lincoln’s uncompromising stand against slavery. 81% of the nation voted in 
the election of 1860 and with 4 candidates, Lincoln won with 41% of the popular vote. !
1860 The Secession Crisis 
Almost immediately following the election of Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln to the office of President 
(November 6, 1860), southern states began to secede from the Union having previously threatened to do so if the 
Republicans won. “Secession” from the revolutionary time had come to mean “the assertion of minority sectional 
interest against what was perceived to be a hostile or indifferent majority.” On March 4, 1861 when Lincoln 
assumed office, South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and Texas had already Seceeded. 
Eventually eleven of the fifteen slave states joined together as the Confederate States of America. The four 
remaining slave-holding states stayed in the Union (Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky and Missouri) and were 
rewarded, as the Emancipation Proclamation did not apply to them.  !

!   !
Map of Confederate Secession 

By the time Lincoln took office 7 states had already seceded from the Union 
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1861 The Start of the Civil War:  Ft. Sumter is fired upon 
Named after revolutionary war figure General Thomas Sumter, Fort Sumter was built in the 1850’s at the mouth of 
Charleston Harbor as part of the Federal coastal fort system. Although Lincoln had campaigned on the promise 
that he would maintain the Union, by vowing to use "the power confided to me...to hold, occupy, and possess the 
property and places belonging to the Government", by the time he took office, Fort Sumter was one of only 4 
remaining federal forts yet to be seized within the 7 southern “Confederate” states. What Lincoln would do next 
has become known as his April Policy. The crux of which was to maneuver to avoid firing the first shot, thus 
starting the war. If Lincoln allowed the south to seize Fort Sumter, or the Union surrendered it, then it would be 
affirmation of the southern right to secede from the Union. If Lincoln fought to hold the area, then it may be seen 
as “coercion” of the south into the great war. Lincoln’s Secretary of State, William Seward did not believe that the 
south had the right to secede, yet he saw no right of the government to compel them by force to stay. Seward was of 
the opinion that the south would of their own accord return to the Union if patience was employed. From the 
moment Lincoln stepped into Washington, fierce negotiations, futile as they were, were ongoing in an attempt to 
save the union. The southern demands were: 1. Slavery in perpetuity within all slave states. 2. A promise by the 
federal government and states to forever cooperate in delivering up fugitive slaves to their southern “owners”. 3. The 
extension of slavery below the Missouri Compromise line into the western territories. Lincoln had no problem with 
the first two demands. But the third, he would not abide. Secretary of State William Seward offered another 
strategy to avoid war. He suggested that the U.S. declare war on France or Spain, reasoning that it would unite the 
country against a common foe. Lincoln, in consultation with his cabinet, Secretary of War and military leaders 
focused on the immediate task at hand by strategizing how to hold onto and resupply Fort Sumter. The end result of 
the analysis was that the Union had neither the naval power, nor man power to hold the fort. Lincoln resolved to 
attempt to “peacefully” resupply the fort before supplies ran out. Upon hearing this plan, Confederate General P.G.T. 

Beauregard gave the order to fire upon the fort for 33 hours, thus starting the civil war on April 12th, 1861. After 
the war was over, 41 days before his assassination, and 36 days before Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox, 
President Lincoln’s spoke the following words in his second inaugural address: !

“Both parties deprecated war, but one of them would make war rather than let the nation survive, 
and the other would accept war rather than let it perish, and the war came.” Lincoln continued, 
“One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally over the Union, 
but localized in the southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest. 
All knew that this interest was somehow the cause of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and 
extend this interest was the object for which the insurgents would rend the Union even by war, 
while the Government claimed no right to do more than to restrict the territorial enlargement of 
it.” !

���  !
Lincoln & His Cabinet Discuss the Emancipation Proclamation.  

Lincoln prepared several drafts of the proclamation but held out until the Union victory at Antietam before issuing 
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14 1862  
The Emancipation Proclamation !
When Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation it freed the slaves within the Confederate States, 
kept them in bondage within the 4 border-states and allowed slaves that were freed to join the Union as soldiers. 
The road to the proclamation, and the evolving of Lincoln’s former position from pro-slavery/anti-emancipation 
and against arming black men to anti-slavery/pro-emancipation and arming black men, took many years, many 
battles, many casualties, political pragmatism and incessant prodding by abolitionist. The nations first 

Emancipation happened in May of 1861 when General Benjamin F. Butler stated that he would not return slaves 
that had crossed union lines, considering them “contraband of war”. Three months later on August 6th, 1861, 
Lincoln signed the Confiscation act, which permitted the confiscation of any property, including slaves, being used 
to support the Confederate insurrection. Two months later on November 2nd 1861, General John C. Fremont issued a 
command that all slaves in Missouri were now free. Lincoln reversed this order, feeling that this action would harm 
the sanctity of the Union. Lincoln stated, “We didn’t go to war to put down slavery, but to put the flag back…. we 
must wait until every other means has been exhausted.” Lincoln had three main concerns on this score. 1), Lincoln 
did not believe that the nation would accept black emancipation. 2) Lincoln still held out hope that the Union would 
be saved and that the continuation of slavery in some form may play a role. 3) the border-states which had 
remained loyal to the north by not seceding and providing troops to the Union may be affronted by any form of 
emancipation. Lincoln slowly realized that too much blood had been spilled and that the only fair price the 
Confederacy could pay for it’s insurrection was the ending of slavery. At the same time, Lincoln also opened his mind 
to see the psychological and logistical vaiue of freeing and arming blacks to fight against the south.  !
On July 13th 1862, Lincoln read his draft Emancipation Proclamation to his two secretaries, William Seward and 
Gideon Welles. It contained language that allowed blacks to join the military. “And I further declare and make 
known, that such persons of suitable condition, will be received into the armed service of the United States to 
garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service.”  On July 17th, 
1862 Congress passed the 2nd confiscation act freeing all the slaves of anyone rebelling against the United States. 
Then on July 22nd, Lincoln read his “draft emancipation proclamation” at his full cabinet meeting. Reaction was 
positive. Lincoln held out from issuing it to the nation, strategically wanting to enhance its effectiveness by timing 
it with a union victory. Lincoln stated, “ ... Matters look dark now. I fear that a proclamation on the heels of defeat 
would be interpreted as a cry of despair. It would come better, if at all, immediately after a victory. “ Under the bold 
leadership of General Ulysses S. Grant, the north finally began to capitalize on their superior numbers to turn the 
tide of the war. After union victory at the battle of AntietAm on September 22nd of 1862, Lincoln announced the 
draft emancipation proclamation to the public stating that as of January 1, 1863, all slaves in areas under rebellion 
would be freed, while in the border-states (Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland & Delaware) slavery would remain. 
Lincoln’s position further evolved as he worried that the wartime powers that he used to issue the proclamation 
would not hold once the war was over, thus subjecting freed slaves to legal wrangling back into slavery, so he pressed 
to have a constitutional emancipation amendment added as a central tenet of his re-election campaign. Lincoln 
ensured the post-war freedom of blacks with the ratification of the 13 th Amendment on December 6th 1865, which 
guaranteed freedom for former slaves, and was unassailable by the Supreme Court or any other lower body. The 13th 

amendment also freed slaves in the border-states, although many slaves in the border-states (75% in Kentucky) 
either escaped or were freed during the war.  !!!!!!
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15 1863-69  
The Freedmen’s Bureau  & Reconstruction  !
The Freedmen's Bureau was originally conceived to last for one year following the end of the war. Its purpose was to 
provide aid to former slaves through legal protections, food, housing, oversight, education, health care, monitoring of 
employment contracts with private landowners and a military court. President Ulysses S. Grant disbanded the 
Bureau in 1969 yet Federal troops remained to maintain order. The Reconstruction Era covers the transformation 
of the Southern United States from 1863 to 1877. In 1877 Rutherford B. Hayes agreed to withdraw federal troops 
from South Carolina and Louisiana where there was rampant racial violence, in exchange for a favorable outcome by 
the Electoral Commission in the disputed Presidential election against Samuel j. tilden. In the black community this 
has become known as “the Betrayal of Rutherford B. Hayes,” or, the (unwritten) “compromise of 1877”. After this 
betrayal, the south was “redeemed” back to their prior race-based caste system, and they immediately began to 
clamp down on black rights and voting rights in particular with Jim Crow and new state constitutions and local 
laws that suppressed the black vote through poll taxes, literacy tests, residency requirements, and informally 
sanctioned terrorism, intimidation, and lynching’s (Ku Klux Klan). There were a majority of blacks in many southern 
jurisdictions, but they were disenfranchised, such that black voter turnout in many southern elections was close to 
zero after 1901. Nation-wide, well into the 20th century, the black vote hovered around 20%. The result of 
organized voter suppression is that from 1901 to 1930 there were no black congressmen, and there wouldn’t be a 
black congressmen from the south from 1901-1973.  This is in contrast to the 8 Black U.S. Representatives and 1 
Black U.S. Senator that served from southern states during the period of 1865-1901. !
Four Reconstruction Acts were passed between 1867 and 1868.  THE FIRST RECONSTRUCTION ACT, 1867, had five parts. 
One: the former confederacy was divided into 5 military districts. Two: each military district was commanded by at 
least a brigadier general supported by an army of adequate strength. Three: the commanding general would 
supervise the election of qualified delegates to a state congress who would be charged with writing a new 
constitution which abolished slavery and recognized black citizenship. Four: all adult males would cast a vote and 
the new constitutions must allow for black male suffrage. Five: once a majority of the voters approved a new 
constitution inclusive of black suffrage and ratified the 14th amendment, they would be re-admitted to the Union. 
The Second Reconstruction Act, 1867 outlined details on how military generals would command their military 
districts. The Third Reconstruction Act, 1867 formed registration boards that could deny voting rights to anyone 
they deemed disloyal to the Union. The Fourth Reconstruction Act, 1868 determined that the new constitutions for 
confederate states re-entering the union would be ratified by the majority of votes cast instead of a majority of 
voters who participated in the election of 1860. 
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!  !
1st Black Reconstruction Senator and Representatives of The 41st and 42nd Congress. There would be no black 

Senators or Representatives from 1901-28 in the north, and from 1901-73 in the south.	
!
16 1864 - 70 

The Reconstruction Amendments !
The 13th (1864), 14th (1868), and 15th (1870) Amendment to the U.S. Constitution are known as the reconstruction 

amendments. Adopted between 1865 and 1870, they were the legal basis for implementing the Reconstruction of 
the American South and the conferring of full constitutional rights and privileges to African-Americans and ex-
slaves. The Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery.  The Fourteenth Amendment included the Immunities, Due Process 
and Equal Protection clause, meaning that all former slaves, were now citizens and all citizens were granted the 
same rights. The Fifteenth Amendment granted voting rights to all men, regardless of any previous condition of 
servitude. These constitutional amendments were passed in order to prevent the Supreme Court from ruling that 
similarly worded congressional acts issued during the war were unconstitutional. The effectiveness of these 
amendments is questionable. State’s passed contrary constitutions. Counties and cities passed many oppressive and 
unconstitutional laws that disenfranchised, oppressed and segregated blacks virtually relegating them to 2nd class 
citizenship based upon “states rights” and jurisdictional domain. Although the thirteenth Amendment outlawed 
slavery, Black Codes, Jim Crow and the rise of convict leasing along with the vast expansion of state prisons held 
blacks in virtual slavery and forced labor until death in all former confederate states. Black Codes also forced blacks 
into labor contracts very similar to enslavement with their former slave owners under pain of incarceration.  The 

fourteenth amendment allowed blacks to sue for their freedom; however, whereas only a handful of blacks used the 
amendment for this purpose, the fourteenth amendment infamously gave rise to the reaffirmation of 
constitutional protection of  “individual” rights for corporations. The fifteenth amendment was wholly ineffective 
post-reconstruction with only 20% of eligible blacks voting in southern elections until many years after the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965. !
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!

The Greensboro 4: Franklin McCain, Joseph McNeil, Jibreel Khazan (Ezell Blair, Jr.) and David Richmond 
sat down at the Woolworth’s lunch counter and ordered coffee. They didn’t get it, but their actions touched off the 

sit-in movement which resulted in the desegregation of lunch counters across the nation.  !
17 1866-1965 
The Civil Rights Acts & Black Migration !
The Civil Rights Act 1866 stated that “All persons within the jurisdiction of the United States shall have the same 
right in every State and Territory to make and enforce contracts, to sue, be parties, give evidence, and to the full 
and equal benefit of all laws and proceedings for the security of persons and property as is enjoyed by white 
citizens.” This gave blacks citizenship and all the rights of citizenship (in theory). The Civil Rights Act of 1871 (The Ku 

Klux Klan Act) made it illegal for any person to deprive any other citizen of constitutional rights under penalty of 
civil and legal action. The Civil Rights Act of 1875 guaranteed that everyone, regardless of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude, was entitled to the same treatment in "public accommodations”.  The Civil Rights Act of 1875 

was overturned by the Supreme Court in 1883, by reinterpreting that the purview of discrimination in public 
accommodations was to be decided at the level of State government. The Civil Rights Act of 1957 “ensured” that all 
African Americans could exercise their right to vote. By 1960, slightly fewer blacks were voting in the South than 
had been in 1956. The Civil Rights Act of 1960 was a United States federal law that established federal inspection of 
local voter registration polls and introduced penalties for anyone who obstructed any individuals attempt to 
register to vote or actually vote. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 outlawed major forms of discrimination against blacks 
and women, including racial segregation. It ended unequal application of voter registration requirements and racial 
segregation in schools, at the workplace and by facilities that served the general public ("public accommodations"). 
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 outlawed discriminatory voting practices that had been responsible for the 
widespread disenfranchisement of African-Americans. Echoing the language of the fifteenth Amendment, the Act 
outlawed the practice of requiring otherwise qualified voters to pass literacy tests in order to register to vote. The 
Act has been renewed and amended by Congress four times, the most recent being in 2006, yet, as illustrated in the 
mass disenfranchisement of black voters during the florida presidential election, abuses, curtailments and 
violations of black voting rights continue to occur despite over 130 years of constitutional amendments and civil 
rights legislation expressly forbidding these practices. 
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!
Migration & Politics 
The opportunity to attend better schools, garner better wages, and the desire to escape suppression, oppression, 
terror, lynching, disenfranchisement, injustice and segregation drove 6 million blacks from the south to the north in 
two great waves of migration (1910-30 and 1940-70). Prior to 1900, only 8% of blacks lived in non-southern 
states. Politically, in the midst of these waves of migration, many blacks switched from the republican party 
(formed primarily as an anti-slavery party) to the democratic party in support of the new deal social policies of 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. !!

!  !
       Robert F. & Mabel Williams      Malcolm X aka El-Hajj Malik El Shabazz         Frederick Douglass                     W.E.B. Du Bois 

                                                     The Greatest Americans in the history of the United States !

!  !
The NAACP legal team for Brown v. Board of Education included future Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall and 

his mentor, Charles Hamilton Houston. !!!!
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18 1896-1978 
Plessy v. Ferguson & Brown v. Board of Ed. 
Plessy v. Ferguson was one of the most damaging rulings in the history of the Supreme Court. Running afoul of the 
13th Amendment (preventing slavery) and the 14th Amendment (guarantees the same rights to all citizens). In State 
Court, Louisiana the justices found that forced segregation did not violate state statutes, thereby dictating that 
forced segregation was a states rights issue and legal in Louisiana. The Supreme Court of Louisiana upheld the 
decision. The Case was appealed to the Supreme Court of the United States, where in the majority opinion, Justice 

Brown stated, “We consider the underlying fallacy of the plaintiff’s argument to consist in the assumption that the 
enforced separation of the two races stamps the colored race with a badge of inferiority. If this be so, it is not by 
reason of anything found in the act, but solely because the colored race chooses to put that construction upon it.” In 
dissent, Justice Harlan stated,  "in my opinion, the judgment this day rendered will, in time prove to be quite as 
pernicious as the decision made by this tribunal in the DRED SCOTT case." This decision made possible the system of jim 

crow segregation that flourished after the civil war. Justice Harlan was proved correct in his prediction as over the 
next 70 years, legalized segregation, affirmed by the Supreme Court, resulted in oppression, discrimination and 
barred access for blacks in virtually every social sphere. Meanwhile, the fight to overturn Plessy became the 
primary legal objective of civil rights organizations, culminating in the brown v. the Board of Education (1954) 
decision, lead by the NAACP legal team of future Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall, his former legal 
professor Charles Hamilton Houston, George E.C. Hayes and James M. Nabrit. Brown v. Board of Ed. was a total legal 
victory for the NAACP that abolished the precedent set under Plessy v. Ferguson and set the legal recourse of 
desegregation in schools while opening the door to a host of legal challenges to segregation that prevailed in it’s 
wake. Brown v. Board of Education II (1955) set the directives to remedy decades of “separate but equal” policies. 
Brown v. Board of Education III (1978) came 25 years later and reaffirmed desegregation as a critical objective to 
be included in all school enrollment actions and policies.  !
[Brown v. Board of Education was the lead case of 5 cases that were combined, including: Delaware:  Belton (Bulah) 
v. Gebhart; Kansas:  Brown v. Board of Education; South Carolina:  Briggs v. Elliot; Virginia  Davis v. County School 

Board of Prince Edward County Washington, DC:  Bolling v. Melvin Sharpe.] !!

� 	   
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19 1954-68 
The Civil Rights Era !
The civil rights era and the civil rights movement both refer to the organized effort, by Blacks between 1954 and 
1968 to abolish public and private acts of racial discrimination, violence, terror and segregation. After 1890 the 
system of Jim Crow, combined with disenfranchisement and the lack of legal protections (either passed, enforced or 
judged) reduced blacks to second-class or virtual non-citizenship. By 1954 the tide in the black community was one 
of intolerable frustration towards “gradual approaches” to equality. The lack of true enfranchised leadership and 
enforcement of federal policy as well as the numerous court reversals held blacks in a state of permanent, multi-
generational oppression, injustice, virtual slavery and mass incarceration. During the approximately 20 years of the 
expanded civil rights era (1950-1970), black leadership adopted a combined and sustained strategy of direct action 
with nonviolent resistance known as civil disobedience to mount political and international pressure upon local, 
state and the federal government to gain full access to the entire social contract, including freedoms, protections, 
privileges, liberties and responsibilities. The Civil rights era refers to the entire body of actions, organized and un-
organized during this time, punctuated by movements and actions, such as the Montgomery bus boycott (1955-56), 
the desegregation of central high (little rock, AK 1957), The Sit-In Movement (1960), (sparked by the Greensboro 

4), the freedom rides (1961), voter registration drives, the integration of the U. of Miss (1962), the 16th st. Baptist 

church bombing (1963), the march on Washington (1963), and bloody Sunday/THE Selma to montgomery march, 

(1965).  
!
!
!
A Note from The Woozy !
There are millions of voices involved in the telling of the African struggle for freedom from 
enslavement and equality in America. Within this multitude of stories, there are several dozen 
key events that have transformed the lives of virtually all Americans. These key events and the 
story of how they came about compose the substantive core of the ’19 Steps to Freedom’. !!
Beginning in 1619, when “20 and odd” Africans landed in Jamestown, a year prior to the Pilgrims 
arrival up until 1865, slavery was the most valuable, transformative and divisive factor in 
America. From 1865 to the present, our nation’s legacy as a slave based economy has formed the 
crux of a 400 year national debate as to how and if our nation will address the seemingly 
intractable race based disparities that have followed. !
The utility of studying these ’19 steps’ is the way in which they reveal the complexity of the 
historical race problem, as each issue and halting advancement has come to shape and define each 
subsequent debate in the struggle for further advancement. Put simply, the African legacy as 
enslaved peoples on American shores is a pre-requisite for understanding the present day 
strivings for African-American equality.!!
-TheWoozy.com!!!!
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